
Thinking Small.

THE MISSING LINK
The calenderless plant of the future is one small step away from 

realization. See for yourself how close the future is today.

WHY ARE TIRE PLANTS 
SHRINKING? 

Our new ebook, “A Small Thinker’s Guid to Today’s Shrinking Tire Plants” looks at 
6 key reasons. Is your company facing one of these concerns? Read about the 

factors driving tire plants in a new direction.

READ MORE

READ MORE

READ MORE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

NEW STEELASTIC MACHINES 
ADD VERSATILITY TO NOKIAN’S 
FIRST AMERICAN PLANT 
By the time Nokian broke ground in Tennessee, they had specific objectives for 
a plant designed to profitably produce up to 4 million tires a year. Read about 
Nokian’s secret weapon in the drive for productivity.

NEW! PEAK PRODUCTIVITY SERVICE 
PROGRAM HELPS STEELASTIC 
MACHINES PRODUCE MORE
This new program gives Steelastic owners the performance of new machines without buying 
new machines. Read about the lowest cost ways to improve productivity.

Fall 2018

A regular look at the ideas and machinery speeding  
the evolution of modern tire plants in a smaller, more 
nimble direction.

The Future Of  

The Tire Industry 

Depends On 

Small Thinkers
Shrink Labor Costs

Think Small. 

 Profit Big.

Trends driving the tire industry forward:

The need for lower Total Cost of Ownership and more 

automation are driving manufacturers to look for every 

small step that will extend machine life, minimize 

downtime and maximize productivity. Today’s challenge 

is to make more profits on smaller runs of specialty 

tires. Steelastic thinks small so you can profit big. 

As Steelastic machines have 

advanced from generation to 

generation, we have incorporated 

more automation. The more 

automation, the less manual labor 

required to keep machines producing 

more components on every shift. 

Our automation system uses high-speed vision technology 

to automatically spot and correct system problems. We can 

also speed changeovers with automatic knife adjustment 

capabilities.

• Closed loop automation minimizes operator involvement.

• Automatic knife adjustment speeds changeovers.

• Auto-Start, Auto-Stop and Auto-Tune maximize productivity 

and cut material costs.

Your Steelastic machines may be old, but they don’t 

have to be outdated. A Steelastic representative will 

visit your plant without charge or obligation. He will 

go over your machines with an experienced eye and 

recommend actions to improve productivity and meet 

new industry demands.  

At the end, you’ll be presented a list of recommenda-

tions with the anticipated increases in productivity. 

Then you choose how far you want to go.

• Give older machines new generation 

capabilities.

• Minimize downtime with planned Rebuild/

Replacement programs.

• Upgrade productivity using improved parts.

• Automate older machines to minimize 

operator involvement.

• Measure productivity gains of upgrading 

existing equipment.

• Extend machine life.
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FREE 
Peak Productivity Audit

S T E E L A S T I C

CUT ONE HOUR DOWNTIME  

BY USING BETTER BLADES

Introducing 10V Steel Blades, a new intermediate blade that 

delivers 160% more cuts at less than half the cost of carbide blades. 

It’s a reliable way to cut the cost of making tire components.

SAVE BLADE 

SHARPENING COSTS

Longer blade life equals less 

sharpenings.

Average Cost-Per-Blade: $425

Total Cuts-Per-Blade: 160,000 

Total Cost-Per-Cut: $.03

Changeovers Per 260K Cuts: 6

Downtime Hours: 2

Blades Used: 2

Average Cost-Per-Blade: $900

Total Cuts-Per-Blade: 260,000 

Total Cost-Per-Cut: $.03

Changeovers Per 260K Cuts: 3

Downtime Hours: 1

Blades Used: 1

AN ONGOING STEELASTIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM TO HELP IMPROVE CUSTOMER PRODUCTIVITY

Think Small.

M4
Blades

New

10V
Blades

It’s a competitive jungle out there. To 

compete in today’s hyper-competitive 

tire building industry, you have to 

keep costs small. Buying cheaper 

components never works in the long 

run because you always end up 

paying more in the end. We started 

our Steelastic 3-D Project early 

in 2018 to help you pay attention 

to small things and greatly improve 

productivity. Stay tuned.

SAVE 1 HOUR DOWNTIME PER BLADE

Since 10V blades last 1.6 times longer than M4, 

you can count on 3 fewer changeovers per blade. 

AT 20 MINUTES PER CHANGEOVER, YOU’LL 

SAVE 1 HOUR PER BLADE.

3D PROJECT: DRIVE DOWN DOWNTIME 

CUT DOWNTIME IN HALF 
New intermediate blade delivers 160% more cuts for half the 

cost of carbide blades. Here’s what it means for you.


